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into execution the orders which have been issued for the
performance of their duty, and that the strict performance
of this duty is necessary to enable the army to serve the
country as it ought to be served, they will in future give
their attention to these points.
Unfortunately the inexperience of the Officers of the army
has induced many to consider that the period during which
an army is on service is one of relaxation from all rule, instead
of being, as it is, the period during which of all others every
rule for the regulation and control of the conduct of the
soldier, for the inspection and care of his arms, ammunition,
accoutrements, necessaries, and field equipments, and his
horse and horse appointments; for the receipt and issue
and care of his provisions; and the regulation of all that
belongs to his food and the forage for his horse, must be
most strictly attended to by the officers of his company or
troop, if it is intended that an army, a British army in par-
ticular, shall be brought into the field of battle in a state of
efficiency to meet the enemy on the day of trial.
These are the points then to which I most earnestly intreat
you to turn your attention, and the attention of the officers
of the regiments under your command, Portuguese as well
as English, during the period in which it may be in my
power to leave the troops in their cantonments. The Com-
manding Officers of regiments must enforce the orders of
the army regarding the constant inspection and super-
intendence of the officers over the conduct of the men of
their companies in their cantonments; and they must en-
deavour to inspire the non-commissioned officers with a
sense of their situation and authority; and the non-com-
missioned officers must be forced to do their duty by being
constantly under the view and superintendence of the officers*
By this means the frequent and discreditable resource to the
authority of the provost, and to punishments by the sentence
of courts martial, will be prevented, and the soldiers will
not dare to commit the offences and outrages of which these